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An analysis of Fijians’ continuing use of whalesteeth in ceremonial exchange here provides a demonstration of how the human life cycle as a spatiotemporal phenomenon may be given form in ceremonial exchange. The argument is informed by Nancy’s Munn’s seminal analysis of the intersubjectively constituted space-time dimensions of Gawan sociality (Munn 1986). The intention here, however, is to use this Fijian example to argue the case as to why the spatiotemporality of human being – our historicity – should be always at the core of ethnography and how it should profit us as anthropologists to make it so.
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